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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following plain Sermon was written for a plain 
congregation ; and would never have been pub- 
liſhed, had it not been for the requeſt of the people; 
and a requeſt too, that they might have it to keep 
in remembrance of their beloved paſtor ; and ſuch 
a requeſt, the author owns, he could not refuſe.— 

A few trifling alterations, and but a very few, have 
been made in it : to have made more would have 


ſeemed inconſiſtent with the declaration in the 
title-page. 
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THE 
B LESS EDNESS 
| OF 


DYING 1 THE -L OR DD: 


Revelations, xiv. 13. 


AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING 
UNTO ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD, 
WHICH DIE IN. THE LORD FROM HENCEFORTH: 

' YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY 
REST FROM THEIR LABOURS, AND THER 
WORKS Do FOLLOW THEM. ; 


EATH is the common lot of all men: 
the old and the young, the king and the 
beggar, the miniſter and his pariſhioner muſt 
alike lie down in the duſt. None are exempt, 
not even the righteous, from the ſtroke of 
death. I is appointed unto men, once to die 
Heb. ix. 27. This revelation aſſerts, and 
univerſal experience proves. We ſee it, we 
hear it from day to day. 2 ſtrikes 
us by every ſenſe. 
But 


(3 
But though all muſt die, there is a great 
difference between the death of the righteous 


and that of the wicked, in ſome important 


reſpects. The former die in the Lord, and 
go to glory; the latter die in fin, and go to 
endleſs ſorrow. But I muſt confine myſelf 
to the former of theſe ſubjects; in enlarging 
upon which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


I. What it is to die in the Lord; and 


II. What is the bleſſedneſs thereof. After 
this 
III. I ſhall apply FE ſubject to the mourn- 
ful occaſion of our preſent aſſembly; and 
ſhall then 
IV. Contlude with an addreſs to you, who 
have long ſitten under the miniſtry of 
your late beloved paſtor. 


And oh! that I could enlarge upon theſe 
topicks in a manner becoming the ſorrowful 
occaſion, and in a way that might be pro- 
firable to all your ſouls ! 


o 


I. I am to ſhew what it is to die in the Lord. 


But before I enter more particularly upon the 


ſubject, it may be neceſſary to premiſe, that 
the 
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the doch of all God's people is not in all 
reſpects alike. Some are filled with all Joy and 
peace in believing—Rom. xv. 13. While others 
are diſtreſſed with doubts and fears, or, at 
beſt, have only @ good hope thro' grace—2 Theſ. 
11, 16. But in the following particulars 1 
apprehend the death of them all is the fame. 


1. They are humbled for their ſins, and 
renounce all dependence upon their works and 
ſervices. To talk to them about their merits 
would create diſtreſs inſtead of adminiſtering 
conſolation. They are ſenſible that they are 
vile—See Job xl. 4.—and therefore abbor 
themſelves, and repent in duſt and aſbes— Job xlii. 
6. All ſelf- confidence is gone, and they find 
every day freſn cauſe for contrition and com- 
punction of heart before God. They there- 
fore ſpend ſome of their laſt moments in acts 
of humiliation for their ſins. 


2. They place all their hope of ſalvation 
upon Chriſt crucified. He 1s all their ſalvation, 
and all their deſire. By faith they rely upon 
their Redeemer, and would not fur a thouſand 
worlds let go their hold. His blood, righte- 


ouſneſs, interceſſion, and grace, they anchor 
their 


(+ 


their fouls upon, and truſt in for eternity, 
Even when fin, death and hell would diſmay 
them, hence they derive a reviving cordial. 
For this reaſon they continue to the laſt ex- 
ercifing faith upon Jeſus, and making him 
their all in all, 


3. They give themſelves unto prayer. As 
their all muſt come from God, they pour out 
their ſouls before him in fervent cries for 
pardon and peace, for ſanctification and com- 
fort, for ſtrength and victory, for grace and 
glory. They chooſe to meet their laſt enemy 
upon their knees, and very earneſt at times 
are their ſupplications unto God. Their whole 
ſouls ſeem to be engaged in the exerciſe, and 
it is the language of each of them, I will not 
let thee go, except thou bleſs me — See Gen. xxxli. 
26. At times indeed they are ſenſible of the 
coldneſs of their hearts in prayer. This they 
bewail before God, and earneſtly deſire their 
chriſtian friends to pray for them. But how- 
ever cold their devotions may ſeem to them at 
times, they would, if they could have their 
wiſh, ſpend their laſt breath in prayer. | 
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4. They meditate much upon the word of 
God. It is the ground of their confidence, 
and the ſource of their comfort. Its promiſes, 
when applied by the Holy Ghoſt, are the joy 
and rejoicing of their hearts. For this reaſon 
the word of God is their meditation all the day. 
Pſal. cxix. 97. Yea, they meditate in it, as 
they are able, day and night. Pſal. i. 2. 
They hear it, read it, pray over it, and en- 
courage themſelves with it. The conſequence 
is, thro' the Lord's bleſſing, they can ſay of 
the ſacred pages, more to be deſired are they than 
gold, yea than fine gold: Sweeter alſo than honey 
and the honey comb. Pſal. xix. 10. Indeed as 
the Lord opens and applies them, they afford 
the richeſt cordial that dying ſaints are ac- 
quainted with. 


5. They ſpeak highly of their Lord. The 
language of a dying Chriſtian is, Vbom have I 
in heaven but thee ? und there is none upon earth 


that J defire beſides thee. Pſal. lxxiii. 25. G 


forbid, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Gal. vi. 14. One of our 
pious Martyrs was ſo impreſſed with the views 


of his glory, that he cried out at the ſtake, 


None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt.” Indeed 
B What 
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( 
what can a dying ſaint have to ſpeak of, 


compared to the lovelineſs and the love of 
his adorable Lord ? 


6. They exhort and admoniſh others, and 
particularly thoſe who are near and dear to 
them, to attend to the concerns of their pre- 
cious ſouls. They do this indeed at all times, 
but more eſpecially on their death- beds. 
They ſee then that time is ſhort, and that 
they ſhall never more have an opportunity to 
ſpeak ſor God and immortal fouls. Impreſſed 
therefore with a ſenſe of eternal things, and 
| ſtrengthened by divine grace, they endeavour 
to bear a dying teſtimony for God, and to be as 
profitable as may be both to ſaints and ſinners. 
In this -way Jacob, Moſes, Joſhua, and Da- 
vid, ſpent their laſt moments. And who, 
that has any bowels of compaſſion, any love . 
to Jeſus, or any deſire after. the ſalvation of 
never-dying fouls, will not, as death ap- 
proaches, call upon his friends afreſh to pre- 
pare to meet their God. See Amos iv. 12. 


7. They ſhew 4 love to their chriſtian 
friends. At all times this is a ſure ſign of 
grace. We know, ſays St. John, that we have 


paſſed 
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paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love the 
brethren. 1 John iii. 14. But if this be ſo 
with believers at other times, it is more eſpe- 
cially ſo, when in a few moments they muſt 
bid them a long adieu. Oh! how do they 
then love the ſaints, defire their company, 
delight in their converſation, requeſt their 
prayers, and receive with gratitude every 
token of their chriſtian regard? In them is all 
their delight. Pſal. xvi. 3. To die thus is to 
die in the Lord. 


But it is time, Secondly, to ſhew the bleſſed- 
neſs thereof. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord. In life they may be, as the context ſup- 
poſes, perſecuted and ſlain; but in death they 
are truly bleſſed, Their ſtate is ſo. They enter 
into exquiſite and unutterable felicity. The 
glory of paradiſe, the ſociety of ſaints and 


angels, and the immediate fruition of God, con- 


ſtitute their fulneſs of delight. Figure to your-. 
ſelves every ingredient of the moſt exquiſite 
| happineſs, and all will be exceeded here. 
Yes; Eye hath not ſecn, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. 1 Cor. 
ii, 9. If this ſcripture be true of the bleſſings 
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6 
of grace, how much more is it ſo, as it reſpects 
the bleſſings of glory? But of this we cannot 
doubt, when we reflect that in God's preſence is 
. Fulneſs of joy, at bis right band there are pleaſures 
for evermore. Pſalm xvi. 11. But further, 
They reſt from their labours of every kind, Man is 
born unto trouble in life, as the ſparks fly upward. 
Job v. 7. But when death comes, the ſaints 
are no longer ſubject to toil and weariſomeneſs, 
to ſorrows and ſufferings, to calumnies and per- 
ſecutions from men, to temptations and con- 
flicts with ſatan, or to thoſe violent conteſts 
which they ſuffer from their evil hearts. The 
war in the members will then be over. Never 
more ſhall it cloud their evidences, damp their 
Joys, or break their peace. What Job ſays of 
wicked men is equally true of the powers of 
darkneſs and of an evil heart: There, i. e. in 
death, tbe wicked ceaſe from troubling ; and there 
the weary be at reſt. Job iii. 17. Yes; all 
their labours over, all their ſervices performed, 
and all their conflicts ended, they ſhall enter 
upon their final and eternal reſt. And oh ! 
what will they think of the ſervices and ſuffer- 
ings of time, when they have reigned thou. 
ſands and tens of thouſands of years in glory ? 
It follows, and their works do follow them. They 
do 
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do not go before them, to procure them an 
entrance into heaven. That they cannot do: 
nor is it needed. Jeſus has purchaſed it for 
them by his obedience unto death, even the death 
of the croſs; and this is a ſufficient title to 
everlaſting glory. Indeed it muſt be ſo; 
ſeeing hereby he fulfilled the requirements 
of the law, ſatisfied the demands of juſtice, 
expiated our dreadful guilt, and © opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers” — 


Te Deum. 


But for. what then do their works fol- 
low them? They follow them to witneſs 
the truth of their converſion, and to receive 
a recompence of reward. They do it to 
witneſs the truth of their converſion and the 
goodneſs of their ſtate, The good works 
of believers will evidence to angels and to 
ſaints, that their faith was unfeigned, and 
their profeſſion truly chriſtian. Hence it will 
appear, that according to the goſpel ſcheme, 
they are juſtly admitted to everlaſting glory. 


But the works of God's people follow them 
alſo to receive a recompence of reward; a 
reward, indeed, not of debt, but of grace. 

All 
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All the ſervices which they have performed 
for God, for his people, and for their own 
fouls, ſhall be then rewarded. None ſhall be 
excepted, not even the leaſt, This 1s clear 
from that declaration of our Lord: Wheſcever 
Hall give you a cup of water to drink in my 
name, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt, verily I ſay 
unto you, be ſhall not loſe his reward—Mark ix. 
41. The Lord even now tells his people's 
wandrings, and puts their tears in his bottle— 
Pſalm Ivi. 8. He will not forget their work 
and lahour of love—Heb. vi. 10. No; their 
light afflition, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory—2 Cor. iv. 17. In that day their 
ſufferings for Chriſt ſhall be rewarded, not only 
above their deſerts, but alſo beyond their 
expectations. 


The certainty of all this is indubitable. 
I beard, ſays St. John, @ vaice from heaven, ſay- 
ing unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead, Ec. Now 
what could be the deſign of uſhering in theſe 
words with ſuch ſolemnity, but to ſhew their 


truth and importance ? But I proceed, 


HI. Ts, 
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III. To apply the ſubject to the mournful 
occaſion of our preſent aſſembly. Your late 
worthy paſtor I knew upwards of thirty years 
fince in the Univerſity of Oxford. He was 
then truly in earneſt about eternal things, nor 
do I remember ever to have ſeen or heard of 
any thing in him which was contrary to his 
profeſſion. At that time I and ſeveral others, 
who were inferior both in years and grace, 
were much indebted to him for his inſtructions 
and advice. I remember the many happy mo- 
ments, in which we took ſweet counſel together, 
and walked into the Houſe of God in company. Pſal. 
Iv. 14. After his removal from Oxford, I did 
not know much of him, till he was fixed in this 


place. Since that time you have been wit- 


neſſes of his exemplary deportment both in 
public and in private. In private, the ſtudy of 
God's Word and prayer were his daily employ- 
ment. He always retired three times a day 
to pour out his ſoul before God in ſecret, and 
ſuffered no day to paſs over him without pray- 
ing twice with his family. In public when he 
had any ſick to viſit, they had his firſt atten- 
tion; and the pooreſt perſon in the pariſh had 
as free acceſs to him as the richeſt, In per- 


forming 
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forming this part of his duty, it was his conſtant 
practice to relieve thoſe, whom he believed to 
be objects of charity. I need not tell you that 
he always preached twice on the Lord's Day, 
and frequently on other days; when his health 
would permit. St. Paul's charge to Timothy 
ſeems to have weighed much with him—Preach 
the word, be inſtant int ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, 
rebuke, exbort, with all long-ſuffering and doctrine. 
—2 Tim. iv. 2. Publickly, and from houſe to 
houſe, as you very well know, did he warn 
every man, and teach every man in all wiſdom, 
that be might (if poſſible) preſent every man per- 
felt in Chriſt Jeſus —Col. i. 28. Indeed, in every 
reſpect, He took heed unto bimſelf, and unto his doc- 
trine, and continued in them, that by doing this he might 
both ſave himſelf, and you who heard bim—1 Tim. 
iv. 16. I need not remind you, that under his 
miniſtry, religion appeared in her mildeſt form. 
You have been witneſſes of his exemplary meek- 
neſs, humility, tenderneſs and affection. You 
have been witneſſes of the exerciſe of his peace- 
able, forbearing and forgiving ſpirit. Nor are 
you ſtrangers to his zeal and diſintereſtedneſs. 
And tho' he was not free from the remains of 
corruption, yet. you know well, that his life 
and doctrins — ſuch as became the Goſpel 


of 
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of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And I may now 
add, your crowded attendance to hear his 
funeral ſermon, ſo long after his deceaſe, the 
ſolemnity of your deportment, your ſorrowful 
looks, and the tears which you have ſhed, all 
teſtify, that you know that there hath been a 
Prophet among you. See Ezek. ii. 5. 


With regard to his departure out of this 
world, I cannot ſay much. He was always 
backward in ſpeaking of himſelf; at leaſt in 
what might ſeem to be to his praiſe; and, 
during a great part of his illneſs, was ſo op- 
preſſed with drowſineſs, as to be prevented 
from ſpeaking as much as he otherwiſe would 
have done. At the time alſo no minutes 
were taken of what dropped from his lips. 


c But 
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It is hoped that no one will take offence at the application of this 
term to a Miniſter of the Goſpel, in the way it is here done. In the 
Old Teſtament indeed, thoſe who are ſtiled Prophets were generally ſuch 
as were ſent of God in an extraordinary way, ſuch as ſpake by inſpi- 
ration, and foretold future events. But in the preſent application of 
the word, nothing of this kind is intended. I mean no more by it, 
than © one truly commiſſioned and ſent by God, tho? in an ordinary 
way, to make his mind known unto the people from the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” In this ſenſe, or nearly fo, the term appears to have been ſome- 
times uſed even in the Old Teſtament. See Exod. vii. 1. And in the 
New, the Miniſters of Chrift bear this name, and preaching or ex- 
pounding the Scriptures is denominated propheſying. See x Cor. xiv. 
Ty 3, 4 57 39» | 
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But from what can be recollected, he appears 
to have been one and the ſame perſon in life 


and in death. Throughout his illneſs he was 


remarkably patient and reſigned to the will of 
God. At one time he ſaid, he did not deſire 
to recover; at another he expreſſed a wiſh, 
that if it ſhould pleaſe God to raiſe him up 
again, he might be made more uſeful to pre- 


cious ſouls. Indeed, to be uſeful ſeemed to be 


his conſtant aim through life. His conver- 
ſation in his ſickneſs was the ſame that it had 
been in his health. He always ſeemed the 
happieſt when talking about Chriſt and eter- 
nal things. He ſometimes complained that 
he had not that meaſure of communion with 
God which he could have wiſhed ; at others, 
he ſeemed full of peace, and told his friends 
that he had no doubts and fears, as it reſpected 
the ſafety of his ſtate. When he could not 
read, he expreſſed the ſatisfaction he found in 


recollecting paſſages which he had read or 
heard before. To thoſe who were around him 


he very frequently recommended the good 
ways of God, and exhorted them to walk in, 
his faith and fear. Juſt before his death he 
lifted up his hands in prayer; and almoſt as 
ſoon as he had ceaſed, he breathed his ſoul 


into 
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into the hands of God without a ſtruggle or a 
ſigh. But, 


IV. I am to conclude this diſcourſe with an 
addreſs to you, who have long ſat under the 
miniſtry of your deceaſed paſtor.* Your pri- 
vileges have been great, particularly in this, 
that you have been favoured with a Miniſter, 
who has watched for your ſouls, as one who muſt 
give account. Heb. xiii. 17. But has God's 
end in ſending him, and his, in labouring 
amongſt you, been anſwered? Has the word 
reached your hearts, and converted you effec- 
tually unto God? Have you fled to Chriſt 

ö „ for 
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* As this ſermon was preached upon the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Richardſon, the exhortation is urged from that conſideration only. 
But in order to add weight to it, the congregation, I am perſuaded, 
will permit me to add, that he is the ſecond Miniſter, whoſe life, 
whole labours, and whole death have been uncommon privileges, and 
for which they will have to anſwer at the deciſive judgment. The 
Rev. Mr. Grimſhaw, Mr. Richardſon's immediate predeceſſor, was a 
man of a rare ſpirit. His pigty was very exalted ; his labours were 
exceeding abundant, and his death was uncommonly glorious. See 
Mr. Venn's ſermon, preached on the occafion of his death, Oh ! that 
the congregation upon reading this, may conſider ſeriouſly what pri- 
vileges they have enjoyed, and what they will have to anſwer for, if 
(which God forbid !) they ſhould yet continue impenitent. As few 
have been favoured like them, few will be ſo inexcuſable; if after all 
they be found /ike the deaf adder, that floppeth her ear; which 
vill not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never ſe 
epiſels, Pal. lviii. 4, 5. | 


ot 
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for refuge, and experienced his hallowing in- 
fluences? If not, what a fearful ſtate are you 
in? As you have not lived the life, how can 
you die the death of the righteous, and your latter 
end be like bis? Num. xxiii. 10. If you die as 
you are, how can you die in the Lord, or reft 
in peace from your labours after death? It can- 
not be. On the contrary, in hell the ſmoke 
of your torment will aſcend up for ever and ever; 
and you ſhall have no reſt day nor night. Rev. xiv. 
11. With regard to your works, they will in- 
deed follow you: but what works are they? 
Perhaps lewdneſs, drunkenneſs, lying, fwear_ 
ing, backbiting, ſabbath-breaking, or diſ- 
honeſty. And what will theſe and ſuch like 
works follow you for? Will they witneſs for 
or againſt you? or will they procure you a re- 
ward in heaven or in hell? O how muſt your 
mercies aggravate the guilt of your impeni- 
tence, and render you ſpeechleſs before God? 
May we not apply the prophet Jeremiah's 
words to you, the bellows are burnt, the lead is 
conſumed of the fire, the founder melteth in vain, 
for the wicked are not plucked away from their 
evil practices. God's judgments have not re- 
claimed you, and your Miniſter's life and 


labours have been ſpent without profit. You 
+ + 


Ba 
are not yet converted unto God. Wherefore 
reprobate filver ſhall men call you, becauſe the Lord 
bath rejected you. Jer. vi. 29, 30. When ſuch 
means have been ineffectual, what can you 
expect but to be rejected of God, and con- 
ſigned over to the place of everlaſting tor- 
ment? Think, my brethren, how awful will 
it be, to have your Miniſter, who has fo often 
ſpoken to you for your good, become a ſwift 
witneſs againſt you? How awful indeed, to 
have tbe things, which belong to your peace, hid for 
ever from your eyes? Luke xix. 42, Surely it 
ſhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorr:-h, in the day of judgment, than for you. 
Matt. x. 15, Oh! then awake from your 
ſinful ſecurity. Rouſe ye in God's name, 
Trifle no longer. Believe me, it is high time 
to awake ont of fleep. Rom. xiii. 11. the Fudge 
ſtandeth before the deor. James v. 9. and eternicy 
is near. Think not of a more convenient ſea- 
ſon for your return unto God; for one more 
convenient than the preſent there cannot be. 
Indeed how ſhould there? for behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of ſalvation. 
2 Cor. vi. 2. May God grant that what nei- 
ther your Miniſter's life nor labours could 
effect, may be accompliſhed in you by his 
much-lamented death. But 


( 22 ) 

But many of you have not perverted the 
means of grace in this way. No: You have 
received with meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is 
able to ſave your ſouls. James i. 21. Jeſus has 
of God been made unto you wiſdom, and righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſanfification, and redemption. 1 Cor. 
i. 30. In conſequence hereof, you have often 
heard your deceaſed Miniſter with delight, 
and profited by his diſcourſes. But now he is 
gone, and you all ſee his face no more. See 
Acts xx. 25. Yet fear not; the Head of the 
Church ſtill liveth, and he has tbe reſdue of tb. 
Spirit, and can ſend you another after his own 
mind. May he do it ſpeedily and peac-:ably,* 
if it be his will !—As it is, be thankful for 
the life and labours of your late Miniſter, 
Bleſs God for the good you have received 
from him, and endeavour ſtill to improve 
what you can recollect of his preaching and 
practice. By theſe, th dead, let him get ſpeak 
to you. See Heb. xi. 4, With regard to his 
death, let your mourning for it be directed 
to a right end, that it may turn to a good 
account. Could he now appear to you for a 
moment, how would he addreſs you ? perhaps 
| nearly 
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This alludes to an apprehenſion, that there would be a diſpute 


about the right of patronage to the Church, | 
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nearly in the words of our Lord to the daugh⸗ 
ters of- Jeruſalem ; Weep not for me, but weep for 
yourſelves and for your children. Luke xxill. 28. 
Your loſs is his gain. - Rejoice therefore in 
his felicity, and bleſs God for bringing him 
ſafe to glory. Mourn over the hardneſs of 
your hearts. Bewail your defects in duty; 
and let the poor improvement, which you have 
made under the miniſtry of your late Paſtor, 
be a lamentation to you. Let the preſent 
ſolemnity animate you to greater diligence in 
the Lord's ſervice. Walk according to the 
inſtructions which he gave, and the example 
which he ſet you. Be ye followers of him, even as 
he alſo was of Chriſt. 1 Cor. xi. 1. Let a dead- 
neſs to the world, and a devotedneſs of heart 
to God, be viſible in all your ways. Let 
Chriſt crucified be all your dependance; and 
let it be your prayer and endeavour to love 
him more, and to ſerve him better from day 
to day. Give diligence to make your calling and 
eleftion ſure. 2 Pet. i. 10. 


Let your Miniſter's happy deceaſe fortify 
you alſo againſt the fear of death. Death is a 
vanquiſhed foe, The Lord has diſarmed him 
of his ſting, and the belie ver may ſay with St. 


Paul, 
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Paul, Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory, thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. xv. 
57. Be bold, each one of you, to adopt the 
Pſalmilt's language, Tho? I walk thro' the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou [Lord] art with me; thy rod and thy flaff 
tbey comfort me. Pſal. xxiii. 4. Yes, my chril- 
tian brethren, let your Miniſter's death be 
conſidered by you as a ſilent lecture, the pur- 


port of which may be comprehended in theſe 
lines, 


March on: nor fear to win the day, 
Tho death and hell obſtruct the way. 


On ſuch a ſubject one hardly knows how to 
have done. But I muſt not detain you longer. 
There is however one exhortation more, which 
I muſt ſubjoin, and which may be peculiarly 
needful for you at this time. I cannot expreſs 
it ſo well as in St. Paul's concluding addreſs to 
the Corinthians, Finally, brethren, farewel : be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace, and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with 
you. 2 Cor, xiii. 11. | 
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